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How to Record Audio on a Mobile Phone
Author Info

Updated: March 29, 2019
Being able to record audio at a moment's notice is a handy, yet often overlooked,
feature of modern smartphones. iPhones come with a voice recording app installed, as
do many Android phones. There are a variety of free recording apps available that may
offer more features. You can use these audio recording apps to record your own
thoughts, class lectures, meetings, concerts, and more.
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1

iPhone

1

Open the Voice Memos app. This app allows you to record audio on your iPhone. It may be in a folder

2

Tap the red Record button to begin a new recording. Your iPhone will immediately begin recording
audio from the device's microphone.

labeled "Extras" or "Utilities."[1]

3

Point the bottom of your iPhone to the source of the audio. To get the best sound for your recording,
point the bottom of the iPhone to the source of the audio. This is where the microphone is located. Make
sure that your hands are not covering the microphone on the iPhone. Make sure to keep some distance
between you and the source for the best levels.[2]

4

Tap the Stop button when you want to pause recording. You can resume recording by tapping the
Record button again. You can drag the timeline to adjust where you want to start recording again.

5

Tap the "New Recording" label to rename the recording. A text box and and keyboard will appear,
allowing you to enter a name for the recording.

6

Play back the recording by tapping "Play." This will allow you to listen to the recording before saving it.
You can move the timeline to set where you want playback to start from.

7

Tap the "Edit" button to trim the clip. The Edit button looks like a blue box with lines coming out of two
corners, and is located to the right of the recording's name.
Tap and drag the selection bars to highlight the portion of the recording that you want to remove. Tap the
"Delete" button to delete the selection, or the Trim button to delete everything else.

8

Tap "Done" once you're satisfied with your recording. If you haven't give the recording a name, you will
be prompted to name it.

9

Play your recordings. Your recordings will all be listed in the Voice Memos app. Tap one to open the
playback controls. You can also tap the Share button that appears to send the recording to someone, the
Edit button to trim the clip, or the Trashcan to delete it.
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10

Use another app to record audio. There are a variety of recorders available from the iPhone App
Store that may have more features or suit your needs better. Open the App Store and search for "voice
recorder" for a large list of audio recording apps. Make sure to read the reviews to see if any of the apps will
work for you.
Recorder apps may allow you to add effects, save the output in different file formats, adjust levels,
perform advanced edits, and more.

Method

2

Android

1

Look for a voice recording app on your device. Each Android device is different, and different carriers
load different apps when you sign up through them. Because of this, there is no standard voice recorder
app for Android like there is for iOS. Your device may have an app installed already, or you may have to
download one yourself.
Look for apps labeled "Recorder," "Voice Recorder," "Memo," "Notes," etc.

2

Download a recorder app from the Google Play Store. If you can't find a voice recorder app installed on
your device already, you can quickly install one from the Google Play Store. Many recorder apps are free.
Open the Google Play Store and search for "voice recorder."
Browse through the list of results to find an app that meets your needs. There are tons of audio
recording apps available, some for free and some for purchase. Check out the star ratings to get a quick
feel for how popular the apps are. Tap an app to view details, such as user reviews and screenshots.
Tap the "Install" button once you've found an app that you want to try. If the app costs money, you'll have
to tap the price and pay for it before you can tap "Install."

3

Launch your voice recording app. Once you've found or downloaded an app, find it in your App Drawer
and tap it to open it up. The App Drawer can be opened by tapping the grid button at the bottom of your
Home screen. The recording interface will be different for every app, so the rest of this section is just a general
guide.

4

Tap the Record button to start a new recording. When you launch your new recorder app, you'll
generally be taken to the New Recording screen or something similar. The app may open to a list of your
existing recordings first.

5

Point the bottom of your Android phone towards the audio source. Most Android devices have the
microphone at the bottom. Make sure that your hands are not covering the microphone while you're
recording.

6

Tap the Pause button to pause recording. You can usually pause your recording without finishing it,
allowing you to resume recording again.

7

Tap the Stop button to finish your recording. This will typically save the recording to your device, but
this will vary depending on the app you are using.

8

Edit the recording. Most recording apps include basic editing functions, allowing you to trim out
unnecessary parts. The Edit button typically appears after you have finished the recording.

9

Share your recording. Tap the Share button to send the recording to someone else using one of your
messaging apps. Most recorders record in WAV or MP3 format, which can be played on virtually any
device.

Method

3

Windows Phone

1
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Open OneNote. You can use the built-in OneNote app to quickly record voice memos. You can find OneNote in
your App list.

2

Tap the "+" button. This will create a new note in OneNote.[3]

3

Tap in the body of the note, then tap the "Audio" button. It looks like a microphone. OneNote will begin
recording immediately.

4

Tap the Stop button once you're finished with what you want to record. The audio will be added to the
body of your note.

5

Tap the "Play" button to listen to your recorded audio note. The audio will be played back.

6

Download a different recording app if you need more options. OneNote does not offer any advanced
editing or sharing options for your audio recording, so if you need a more robust recorder you'll need to

download it from the Windows Store. There are a variety of recording apps available. Popular apps include:[4]
Voice Memos
Mini Recorder
Ultimate Recorder.

Community Q&A
Question

How do I transfer a large audio recording from my mobile phone to my computer?

Community Answer

I use Google Drive to do this. Download the Google Drive app from the App Store and log in with your email. Then
(at least on the iPhone recorder app), click on the recording you want to send, then click "Export," then "Copy to
Google Drive." Then you log into Google Drive on your computer and there it is!

Question

How can I record a sound with iPhone 6?

Community Answer

On your iPhone 6 there are pre-installed apps that cannot be removed; one of those is called Voice Memos. Find the
app on your device and open it. You should see the word "record" at the top, a big red button toward the bottom, and
a list of recordings beneath that. Just click the red button and it will record any audio picked up by the iPhone's
microphone.

Question

Can I record audio and shoot a video at the same time?

Community Answer

Most smartphone cameras automatically include any audio that occurred during filming into the video, so there is no
need to do both at the same time.
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Question

How do I delete a recording?

Community Answer

Find where the recording is located, select Options and hit the delete/erase button.

Question

How do I add a beat after recording?

Community Answer

If you use iOS then you can use an app called garageband to make some cool music for your audio. Note that
garageband has to be purchased in the app store.

Question

How do I record a phone conversation?

Community Answer

For Android users there are numerous apps offered to record while you are on the phone. However, my experience
with such apps has been poor -- the functionality promoted never quite worked the way it was described. Though it
has been three years since I tried to use one of these apps, so there may be better apps out there now.

Question

How do I find the recording after making it on my phone?

Community Answer

Search your audio files for it. It should be there if it saved.
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